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What: The U9 academy program has been implemented for the 08 -09 season to create a better training 
environment for all those involved.  LISC will strive to have 3-4 staff coaches at every training session so that 
there is always a 1 -10 ratio of coach to player. With the new U9 philosophy, the league and the surrounding clubs 
are tr ying to minimize the win -at-all -costs aspect of youth soccer at the youngest ag es and focus on player 
devel opment.  Travel will be less tha n typical youth travel teams  and the costs for the academy program have 
been significantly reduced to reflect the new U9 approach as well.     
 
The training sessions for the U9’s will focus on specific aspects of training development like dribbling, passing, shooting, 
attacking, defending, and will allow for the kids to be placed more appropriately in training as well as friendlies, festivals, 
and tournaments.  The festivals will include games with other regional clubs.  Depending on numbers, the U9 academy 
could be co-ed and the club will try to split each “team” evenly.  We would like the membership to see the U9 academy as 
a player pool and not individual teams.  Coaches have full discretion with the DOC to select various teams to compete in 
friendlies vs. other clubs as well as teams that are formed for the festivals and the tournament.  For the friendly matches, 
we will not post scores to the league nor will we have referees, as each coach will manage each game.  There will be 
referees for the festivals and tournament.   
 
Where and When:  Training will be held at Dodd’s Soccer Complex two days per week with the duration of each 
training session lasting 75 minutes.  One of the days of training might be solely focused on 4v4 or 5v5 games depending 
on what the coaches need to cover that week.  The fall season will last from August 18-October 31st roughly and you will 
be playing four to six friendly matches, two festivals (one is a mini-festival), and one tournament each season.   
 
How much:  The U9 academy will cost $500.00 for the yr. and this will include coaches’ stipends, facility rental, 
referees’ fees for the festivals, 2 fall festivals, indoor training one day per week during the winter season, and entry for the 
LISC seasonal tournament.  The navy/orange LISC jersey, navy shorts, navy socks, and grey practice shirt are not  
included in the fee.   
 
Who:  The LISC staff coaches who will be coaching the U9 academy have both USSF licenses and NSCAA diplomas 
as well as have an extensive background in youth soccer. 
 

 
 


